
Opening up opportunityyyt for
non-agriculturists to own ag-
ricultural land and increasing
the ceiling on land holding
to boost agriculture, the B S

Yediyuuuy rappa government has liberalised
this space by amending the Karnataka
Land Reforms Act, 1961.

An ordinance has been promulgated
and, accordingly, the Sections 79 (A), (B)
and (C) from the original Act have been
repealed, making way for non-agricul-
turists to purchase agricultural land.
As per the original Act, neither could
non-agriculturists buy agricultural land
nor could anyone, including agricultur-
ists themselves, buy land if their annual
non-agricultural income was more than
Rs 25 lakh.

Even as this opens up the possibilityyyt
for anyone to buy land, the government
has sought to protect irrigation land.
As per the provisions of the ordinance,
Class-A irrigated land (irrigated from
water from a dam) can be used only for
agricultural purposes.

By inserting a new Section 80 (A), the
government has also taken care that the
lands given under the Karnataka SC and

ST (Prohibition of Transfer of Certain
Lands), Act, 1978 are out of the purview
of this ordinance.

At the crux of it all, the government
has taken care of the concerns of farmers
too. To avoid farmers from mortgaging

land or getting into debt, the govern-
ment has kept away vested individuals.
The mortgage of agricultural land will be
permitted only to government institu-
tions, companies, cooperative societies,
as defined under the provisions of the

original Act.
The ordinance also will put an end to

litigation pending over several years.
With these amendments, more than
12,000 cases that were pending in vari-
ous courts will be resolved.

This amendment brings about several
changes for the larger good, according to
law minister
J C Madhuswamy. The minister has
opined that many techies who are keen
on investing in agriculture will now get
an opportunityyyt . This will also help in
price adjustment of land, which will in
turn help farmers get a good price for
their lands, the minister has said.

The existing provisions worked
against the interests of the public,
Revenue Minister R Ashoka said. The
restriction on ceiling and land ownership
has only enabled more corruption where
buyers have been harassed. More than
80,000 cases have ended up at court
owing to these restrictions, out of which
more than 12,000 have remained un-
resolved. Even where the court verdict
was in favour of the government, the
government has not been able
to recover the land in majorityyyt of the

cases, Ashoka said.
The ordinance also allows an increase

in ceiling on land holding from 10 units to
20 units for an individual without family
or a family up to four people; and from
20 units to 40 units for large families
above five people, with each unit being
5.4 acres.

The government had constituted a
Cabinet sub-committee headed by Asho-
ka to study the viabilityyyt of these amend-
ments. The sub-committee observed
that the existing restrictions, including
the ceiling on land ownership, were a
hindrance to large-scale cultivation.

The government believes that the
amendment will give an opportunityyyt
for the younger generation who are not

presently agriculturists, to practice agri-
culture with modern technologies. With
the increase in ceiling limit, more people
will be interested in purchasing land.

The revenue minister also observed
that the previous governments have
diluted the Act, with no practical utilityyyt
but with increase in litigation. The Act
before the ordinance only harassed
customers and did not provide any teeth
to act against violators, the minister
pointed out.

The government has brought about
the ordinance with an aim to promote
the agriculture industry. This liberali-
sation will bring about a good turn for
farmers and the industry, the govern-
ment believes.

The state government has amended the Land Reforms Act to allow non-
agriculturists purchase agricultural land.

The existing provisions
in the Land Reforms

Act worked against the
interests of the public. The
restriction on ceiling and

land ownership only enabled
more corruption leading to
harassment of purchasers
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A leap forward in land reforms

Based on the recommendations
of the central government for
doubling the farmers income

by 2022, several novel provisions
were included in the Agricultural
Produce Marketing (Regulation and
Development) Act by the Karnataka
government.

The amendments to the Act were
passed via an ordinance, on the lines
of Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh state
governments, as the government
pushed to ensure independence of
farmers, allowing them to sell goods
to vendors of their choice.

Chief Minister B S Yediyuuuy rappa,
who insists that the motto of the state
government is ‘farmer first’, has said
that the legislation would ensure

farmers are
protected from
market trends.

Though
there was a
provision for
private parties
to procure pro-
duce directly
from farm-
ers, the new
amendments
will allow pri-
vate industries
to set up their
own markets.
This, along
with the robust
Agricultural
Produce Mar-
keting Com-
mittees across
Karnataka is
expected to
provide differ-

ent avenues for farmers to trade their
produce.

The government is confident that
the measures will come as a relief for

farmers by cutting out middlemen. It
has maintained that Karnataka State
Agricultural Marketing Board will be
the ultimate authorityyyt in regulating
the trade of agricultural commodi-
ties in Karnataka.

“The ordinance ensures enough
protection to farmers. For instance,
we’ve made it mandatory for the use
of electronic weighing scales. Also,
those who want to set up private mar-
kets must be a licensee of the state
board and provide a bank guaran-
tee,” the government clarified, while
introducing the amendments.

According to Co-operation
Minister S T Somashekar, any fears
regarding the amendments were
misplaced. “The amendments will
only benefit the farming sector.
APMC Board will have complete
power over the affairs. So, permis-
sion to any private partyyyt will be based
on farmers’ interest,” he said.

Streamlining co-op banks
The Co-operative department is also
taking several measures to ensure
that various financial institutions
under it, especially banks, function in
a smooth manner.

Since S T Somashekar took charge
as co-operative minister, several
rounds of meetings were held to
understand the financial situation of
co-operative banks and how they can
be improved. Among the initiatives

started by the government include
the process of bifurcating several
district co-operative banks, based on
local demand.

For instance, Dakshina Kannada
DCC bank will likely be divided into
Mangaluru and Udupi DCC banks,
while Shivamogga bank is likely to
be bifurcated to Shivamogga and
Davangere DCCs, according to a
proposal.

A common softwwwt are to stream-
line the functioning of co-operative
banks and other financial institutions
under the department is proposed.
Recently, Karnataka also implement-
ed the central government’s decision
to bring urban co-operative banks
under the ambit of Reserve Bank of
India. The measure is expected to
curb the rampant misuse of funds in
co-operative banks, while providing
securityyyt for the money deposited in
these banks by customers, especially
from rural areas.

Poor financial discipline of some
DCC banks forced the government to
take tough measures. For instance,
the government sent recommenda-
tions to supersede the Kalaburagi
DCC over allegations of irregularities
and to ensure that corruption is not
tolerated. National Bank of Rural De-
velopment is currently looking at the
recommendations and is expected to
take a call on the issue soon.

Apart from it, the government

will continue with the practice of
providing loans to the agriculture
sector. Despite the distress caused by
the pandemic, the department has
plans to disburse Rs 14,500 crore as
agriculture loans - around Rs 1,000
crore more than the amount distrib-
uted last year.

The Department also has con-
tinued implementation of various
schemes of the government, includ-
ing providing financial assistance to
self-help groups, micro loans at zero
percent interest and others.

There are also projects initiated by
the government to improve the milk
co-operative societies and godowns
falling under the department.

A busy APMC yard in Davangere. The
recent amendment brought to the

APMC Act allows private industries to
set up their own markets.

WhhW ile the state
government is
making an attempt

to rejig the economy which
has taken a slump due to the
Covid-19 pandemic, the Skill
Development Corporation
(KSDC) is doing its bit in
helping people find jobs
amid the crisis.

The Department of Skill
Development and Entrepre-
neurship and Livelihood,
under the purview of which
the Karnataka Skill Develop-
ment Corporation func-
tions, was formerly known
as Karnataka Vocational
Training and Skill Devel-
opment Corporation. The
corporation seeks to design,
develop and implement skill
development programmes
while taking into account
emerging trends in the
market.

It also endeavours to con-
duct training programmes
specifically targeting
employment generation,
conduct distance learning
and e-learning programs in
association with Edu-Sat etc,
apart from facilitating and
regulating employment of
skilled labour from Karnata-
ka for overseas employment.

Recently, the corporation
held a first-of-its-kind online
job mela, bringing together
employees and employers
on a single platform. What’s
more, the job mela was con-
ducted via a portal developed
in-house by the corporation.

The Skill Connect
portal (wwww www .skillconnect.
kaushalkar. com), through
which the online job mela
was held, envisages to
connect companies with
job seekers. Any interested
candidate can register on the
website, which also provides
added features such as a
self-evaluation tab, which
will tell the candidate if they
have adequate skills or if they
should pick up more skills.

This portal was the vision
of Deputyyt Chief Minister C
N Ashwath Narayan who
is also the minister for skill
development. During the
launch of the portal, the
minister said the portal was
developed to bridge the gap
betwwt een skill availabilityyt and
industry demand. Until now
the government did not have
any comprehensive infor-
mation on either job seekers
or job providers. This portal
comes with the promise of

being in sync with the market
demand.

Not just that, the gov-
ernment has also come up
with a portal exclusively for
migrants who have returned
to Karnataka from other
places. A person can register
on https://migrantkar.kau-
shalkar.com, by submitting
details of his or her profile.
This has come of use to
several job seekers who have
lost employment during the
pandemic and have returned
to Karnataka.

The unique aspect of these
portals is that it has space for
all kinds of jobs beginning
from construction work to
management professionals.

That apart, the skill
development corporation is
also keen on creating a portal
with aggregated skills in the
home services sector. This
would mean that people in
the state can book services
like that of electricians,
plumbers and drivers, at a
pre-decided rate fixed by the
government.

According to officials in
the department, the portal
will be launched with 26
services, all more or less fo-
cused on home services. The
portal is named Kaushalya
Setu and is set to be launched
soon. The corporation is
planning to have a skill
registry for the purposes of
the portal. Once someone
chooses a particular service,
the job will be assigned to the
nearest service provided.

According to Skill
Development Corporation
Managing Director Ashwin
Gowda, even though they
have been training people
till now, there was no portal
where they could market
their skills. This portal would
seal this gap.

With these initiatives, the
Skill Development Cor-
poration has forayed into
areas that were previously
restricted only to private
players. By making use of
in-house technology, the
corporation has come to the
aid of job seekers in the state
during a time when both
finding employment and
coordinating one-on-one
physical interviews is a huge
challenge.

Further, under the
Kaushalya Karnataka pro-
gramme, as many as 9,316
candidates were registered
(as on October, 2019), out of
which 5,257 have completed
the training and 4,318 have
secured jobs. Under the
Pradhan Mantri Kaushal
Vikas Yojana, as many as
3,053 candidates are regis-
tered for training.

The government has also
held more than 40 job fairs
out of which 6,178 applicants
found employment. It has
set up as many as 17 study
centres where training for
exams are imparted. More
than 700 students have
undergone training at
these centres and benefited
from it.

Heralding development
through cooperation

AiiA d forAssA ha workers
Another initiative of the
co-operative department, which
received support and admiration
from the general public was the
assistance provided to Accred-
ited Social Healthcare Activist
(ASHA) workers. Realising that
these workers were putting
their lives at risk by being in the
frontline of battle against Cov-
id-19, the department provided
a one-time compensation of Rs
3,000 to around 42,600 workers
in Karnataka.
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Marching Ahead
in challenging times
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Empowering
youth with skill
development

Chief Minister B S Yediyurappa and Deputy Chief
Minister Ashwath Narayan emerge out of Kisan Mela
in Bengaluru.

Cooperation Minister
S T Somashekar with
Chief Minister B S Yediyurappa.


